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BRILLIANT

We patrolled the halls of academe.
We eavesdropped on the research grapevine.
We asked scientists:
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MOLECULAR
MEDICINE
[

| MOLECULAR
| ANTHROPOLOGY
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ICONS BY CHRISTOPH NIEMANN

Whose work is just plain brilliant?

NEXT TIME YOU SIT WITH A STRANGER
at a dinner party, pray for someone as
interesting as any of the scientists in the
ranks of the second annual PopScr Bril-
liant 10. Someone who is well into an
exciting career but still picking up speed.
Someone in the grip of an obsessive
inquiry into the nature of the world—
brainy, resourceful, gutsy—and not
afraid to talk about it. This year, we again
sought researchers whose work, while
watched and admired (and certainly
envied) by colleagues, is largely un-
known to a public that admits few sci-
entists into the spotlight of fame.

One in this year’s group traveled East
Africa cajoling people for blood samples,
then processed the blood in a centrifuge
she had jury-rigged to her Land Rover’s
battery. Another vowed in junior high to
defeat the disease that killed a friend—
and may very well keep that promise.
Many of the Brilliant 10 work in hybrid
fields, because as the divisions between
disciplines fade, that's where the action
is. They meld biology with engineering,
computer science with ecology. Some
work in fields so new—molecular
anthropology, microfluidics—you've
probably never heard of them.

This group is but a tiny cohort of the
larger community of researchers doing
the work that will reveal—and, by
revealing, change—our world.
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